
Kenya Mission Trip 2020 

From Feb. 19 – March 4, 2020, 15 Americans joined together to witness God at 

work in their lives and the lives of many Kenyans.  Here’s the story….  From Jasper 

UMC came Laura Smith, Marty Beaver and Dex Phillips.  From Jasper UMC via 

Saudi Arabia came Chris and Lynda Walsh and from their fellowship came Agnes 

Howard.  From Bethany UMC in Smyrna, GA, came Aaron & Sharon Rice and 

Travis & Donna Carter.  From King of Glory Christian Church in Asheville, NC, came 

Thomas Anderson - “T”, Seth Robinson, Kristen Bradley, and Mallory Sweet.  From 

Chattanooga, TN, came Beth Paden.   In Kenya we added Thomas Agutu, Merab 

and Tony.  An unlikely combination but when God does it, it comes together!  Our 

mission is primarily to the widows (Jewels) of Obaga Village and their children 

(the KOK’s “Kids of the Kingdom”) but the Jewels reach out much farther.  

 

Figure 1 Team with picture of Thomas's mother, in whose honor the Obaga ministry continues. 



 



 

Feb. 20 – safe arrival in Nairobi for 12 from Atlanta.   Met our awesome drivers, 

Barry, Elisha and Ephantus.  Three of the team from Saudi are already asleep in 

the hotel.  Lots of baggage due to a great travel deal of 3 checked bags per person 

for most.  At the hotel one bag missing!!  Late night trip to the airport, extremely 

helpful baggage employee who was determined to find the answer.  Finally, in the 

customs department, the bag had been turned in when left in the parking lot 

during loading.  Black bag, dark night!  It happens.  Praise the Lord for the finding! 



 

Figure 2Elisha and Barry 



Feb. 21 – Got our bearings for breakfast and devotions that happen every 

morning and every evening led by a different team member.  Off to see Nairobi in 

the daylight, change dollars to shillings, do a SERV food packaging, shop groceries 

to take to the Child Savings and Rescue Center in Kawangware, the third largest 

slum in Nairobi,.  Here about 75 neighborhood kids come for lunch and learning 

every day.  They learn about the love of Christ for them and also school lessons 

that they need help with.  The founders struggle to provide but by faith God never 

fails.   We presented groceries, served lunch, listened to their songs and dance, 

joined in and loved on them well.    Later another team member, Tony, Marty’s 

Kenyan son, joined us for dinner and devotions in Thomas and Merab’s home in a 

Nairobi suburb.    

 



 



 



 



 

Feb. 22 – Early start on our drive to Obaga village.  Three hours up the road we 

stopped in Nakuru at His Cherished Ones Baby House where infants and babies up 

to three years old are rescued from all kinds of circumstances (garbage, toilets, 

abandonment).  The “aunties” provide all the care they need while hoping for 

adoption or reunion with the family.  The beautiful grounds that God has 

provided gives a roomy but homey atmosphere.  The American founders were in 

the U.S. but the hospitality and interaction with the babies will not be forgotten.            

On the road again through the beautiful Kenyan countryside we pass sugar cane 

fields, tea plantations, rice paddies – a great geography lesson with 

knowledgeable drivers/tour guides in each of the 3 vans.   After dark we finally 

reach our hotel for the week in Bondo, a town on Lake Victoria about 20 minutes 

from Obaga. 



 



 



 



 



 

Feb. 23 – Sunday – we arrive in Obaga at the local Anglican Church just in time for 

services.  Special day today with the coming together of several district churches 

for conference.  Lots of special readings, talks, songs, introductions, offering, 

communion.  Three hours later we stop by Thomas’s Obaga home for a pb&honey 

before joining the Jewels at their hall and garden!     Oh, the song and dance to 

greet us as we arrive!!  Their joy is infectious and their purple dresses are 

iridescent in the sun!   We enter the Hall for introductions, information, and 

demonstration of the pottery wheel, the latest venture in sustaining themselves 

through business.  Francis Ogenga, who introduced them to bead making and 

now pottery was on hand to explain the process and the kiln.  Until their own kiln 

was working, the Jewels sent the beads to Francis in Nairobi for firing.  Now they 

can operate on their own.  Praise the Lord!   The team bought up most of the 

inventory from the display shelves, cups, bowls, beads, etc.   It was a profitable 

day for the team and Jewels alike.   A bonus was meeting several of our 



sponsored high school students who had not gone back to school from their 

recent term break.  A few pics and they headed back to school.    Got a tour of the 

garden and green houses from Jewel’s Chairlady, Grace, and agronomist, Samson.      

Later we sorted through all the suitcases of supplies to put like things together in 

preparation for Monday with the school kids and Tuesday and Wednesday 



medical clinic.   Early night back at the hotel for dinner and devotions.

 



Figure 3 The children bring the Word of God forward rejoicing with singing and dancing! 

 



 

Figure 4 Dex's sponsored student, Ben 



 



 



 



Feb. 24 – Monday – The school children were all out in the school yard waiting for 

us.  Today was a day of thanksgiving at the school in honor of the flooring and 

painting that our team funds were able to sponsor.  Our prayer is that the 

freshness of the surroundings will inspire a freshness of learning and teaching at 

the Obaga Primary School.  What a blessing to be able to upgrade their property.  

Now they are requesting a fence around the property for security reasons.  

Vandalism is a problem.  They had ipads that the government bought for the 

students stolen from several schools in the area almost the same night that they 

arrived.  But their gratitude for the help with paint and concrete was real!        

After the ceremony we divided the children into age groups for games and 

activities.  We’re talking 550 kids!!    Each team member had plans for the various 

groups: talks with the older girls and boys, hygiene packs for the girls, school 

supplies for the boys, athletic equipment, dance group, relay races, jump ropes, 

bubbles for the “littles”, team colored wrist bands and more.   Travis can tell you 

it is not safe to run with scissors in your pocket!  Thanking God for safety!    Then 

a visit to the Obaga Water Project where water is pumped from Lake Victoria, 

divided for some to Jewel’s gardens and some to purify for community drinking. 

Some of the clean water is donated to the medical clinic and the Primary School.    

It has changed the community to have clean water available.  Three team 

members had gotten a sore throat and dry cough.  With meds from our clinic 

supplies and local pharmacies they were able to participate but just felt bad!         

Pauline, our pharmacist for the two day clinic arrived in Obaga so we packed up 

meds and went to the hotel to portion them out in doses to dispense at the clinic 

pharmacy next day.   Another great team bonding experience!    



    



 



 



 



Tues., Feb. 25 – As we arrive Obaga we can see there are already people waiting 

for the clinic to open.  They wait so patiently and some are so sick!  We meet on 

the grounds of the local government health clinic with tents for shade and plastic 

chairs as the waiting room.  There is someone passing out numbers to the arrivals.   

As we set up, the number of those waiting increases.   We meet the doctors and 

local staff for the clinic.  There will be eye exams, malaria testing, AIDS testing and 

counseling, a dentist, the pharmacy, registration, record keeping, a prayer tent 

and more.  Local clergy have come to give encouragement and prayers.  The 

prayer tent is open and gospels of John are given out.  Pastors Roy, George and 

Jonathon spend the day with team members praying for those that come.   The 

team members find their places at triage, pharmacy, assisting the various doctors 

and staff, supplying water.  Volunteers from the community and our drivers help 

with interpreting at registration.  Travis, Donna, Aaron, Laura and more do temps 

and b/p.   Joseph, who keeps Thomas’s home place in order showed up at the 

scales and wouldn’t give up that place the whole time.  And the people keep 

coming….#700….  We had told the teachers to send any students that they 

thought needed to come to the clinic.  When they came, we worked them in 

quickly so they could get back to school.  They did not get numbers.  We saw over 

800 people with numbers plus students on day 1 and had to leave some waiting 

at the end of the day.  So sad!!    Let’s get ready for day 2!!!     



 



 



 



 



 

Wed., Feb. 26 - DAY 2 of medical camp.  Places everyone.  Many thanks to “T” for 

taking on the water task of keeping the Americans hydrated!  “Anderson, bring 

me water!” could be heard with love around the camp.  As on day one, people 

were already waiting for us.  It was easier to get started as the team assumed 

their positions.  It wasn’t long until Sharon came from the eye exam room with 

tears in her eyes over a small boy with a detached retina.  He was in great pain.  

We arranged for his grandmother and him to be taken to the nearest town for the 

pain medicine the doctor had prescribed.  Thankfully we had vehicle and funds to 

cover the emergency.  The doctor referred him for surgery.  We will follow up to 

see that he is taken care of.   Two weeks after the camp his eye looked and felt 

much better but he still needs care.   Praise the Lord for the opportunity to help.    

The team took turns returning to Thomas’s home for pb&honey sandwiches and 

bathroom breaks at lunch time.  The Jewels fed the medical staff in the Hall.    We 

saw everyone on the grounds – over 700 people on day 2!   It took lots of time to 



finish all the patients through the pharmacy and record keeping, picking up the 

chairs and cleaning up the grounds.  But at last, the clinic is finished, packed up 

and put away until next time.  Some meds were left with the clinic staff.      

Planning begins for a day with the Jewels and KOK’s tomorrow. 



 



 



 

Thursday, Feb. 27 – Lovely drive to Lake Victoria and the fish pier.  After lots of 

rain the water level is very high.  We learned about some of the fish in the lake, 

boats in the water and the ferry crossings.   Another Kenyan adventure – one of 

many!!   We got back to the village market to visit kiosks of the Jewels who do 

business there on market days of Monday and Thursday.  It was so interesting to 

see the fresh or dry produce, fish, chickens, goats, crafts and wears all out in the 

open market.  Ah, the sights, sounds and smells around us!   We visited Grace’s 

sewing shop, bought baskets, etc.    Better than Walmart!!        PB&honey for 

lunch then meet with the KOK’s and Jewels for the afternoon.  Here we got to 

serve them lunch, give out toys, school supplies, Shoes That Grow, sweets and 

lots of love!  Add a little music and dancing to make the day complete!    



  

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Friday, Feb. 28 – Last day in Obaga – Checked out of our hotel and bid the faithful 

staff good bye.  THEY had gifts for each of the team members!  Some special 

bonds were formed over the week.  We bought staple grocery items for the 

Jewel’s homes and kitchens at the “Bondo Walmart” (small supermarket).  They 

will miss us when we’re gone.     We were able to meet with one of the Jewels 

groups that the Obaga Jewels are mentoring, especially in the micro-loaning or 

“table banking” as they call it.   We observed how they bought and sold shares 

and applied for or paid on their loans with the group as witness to each 

transaction.  Nothing done in secret.  To bless them the team sponsored 10 new 

shares for each of the 35 ladies in this group.  That gives them more capitol for 

business.  Oh, the joy – of them to receive, of us to give!      Then we went back to 

Obaga to meet with the Jewels there.  We observed their table banking as well.  It 

is serious business for them, their livelihood!   One sweet lady gave us 6 large 

fruits from her yard.  We have yet to find out the name.  It was sweet and good 

but did not travel well.  A clerk at our hotel that evening really got excited to have 

them!    We presented the Jewels’ 8 officers with gifts of aprons and table pads 

sent from JUMC and then presented the group with the bag of staples for each of 

them.  More joy in the receiving and in the giving!!   Hard to say good bye but 

time to go mud a house.  Our last Kenyan adventure in Obaga!!   We were able to 

walk to the house from Thomas’s home compound.  We could hear the singing 

and laughter way before we saw the house. Progress was well underway with lots 

of mud on most of the team!  So much fun!   Pastor Roy was on hand to offer 

prayer and dedication of Jen’s home.  Even those who did not get mud on their 

hands, got mud on their shoes as we all crowded into the house to bless it to the 

glory of God!  Another opportunity for joy in the giving…and the receiving!!  

Praise the Lord.             Some time to pack up and close down Thomas’s home 

headquarters in Obaga and head out to Kisumu Hotel for the night.  Safari 

tomorrow!! 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Figure 5 Driver, Ephantus, right in there! 



 

 



 



 

Sat., Feb. 29 – Leap year!  Breakfast and devotions, say good bye to Thomas, 

Merab and Tony as they return to Nairobi and the team goes on to Masai Mara to 

rest, reflect and decompress after a busy week.   Long ride but saw lots of animals 

when we got inside the Mara gates.  With so much rain lately the dirt roads of the 

Mara were SO muddy with lots of huge puddles.  Tough driving but our drivers did 

a great job.  Our lodge was a special place, our “cabins” were tents overlooking 

the river.    Not your usual camping tent – canopy beds and large bathrooms!   We 

did have to zip the door and secure it from the monkeys but security kept a close 

watch.   Hippos were just up river, a croc lazing in the water and baboons on the 

far side.   Something out of a storybook.  Our God is so good to allow us this 

pleasure.  Overwhelming! 



 



 

 

Sunday, March 1 – Some up early for a sunrise drive, breakfast, devos.  We 

ordered box lunches for a bush lunch.   We all decided to do a Masai village tour.  

The Masai Tribe owns most of the land in Southern Kenya.  They are keepers of 

cattle and used to be nomads but are more settled now with gardens, schools, 

and businesses.  They still have lots of cows and goats but tourism is a major 

business for them as for many Kenyans.  Their homes, made by the women of 

cow dung, are dark and smoky with little ventilation.  They keep tradition alive in 

many ways like dress and dance.  Interesting people.       It is still very muddy on 

the Mara as we find a nice tree to sit under for lunch.  Watch your step…it is 

where the animals roam! 



 



 



Monday, March 2 – More animal drive as we leave the park for Nairobi.  More 

rain, more mud, cannot leave main road for low areas where the animals are 

hiding.  The Masai Mara is a beautiful example of God’s handiwork in nature.   

Long ride back to Nairobi with a short stop in the far side of the Rift Valley to get 

pictures and rest.  This valley goes all the way up through Egypt!  Kenyan 

adventures!!       Checked back into the Nairobi hotel to meet Thomas and Merab 

for dinner.    Our devotional time was the last one together as a whole team as 

Agnes was flying before supper tomorrow.  We were presented with gift plates 

from the Jewels to the different church groups of the team.  Sweet reminders!!   

Chris helped Dex with a communion service before we departed to serve back in 

our own fellowships.  We prayed over Agnes as she was one not feeling well and 

concerned she might get quarantined upon entry back into Saudi.   

 

 



Tues., March 3 – SHOPPING!! – Leisure breakfast and devotions as we wait for the 

baby elephant orphanage to open at 11.   Marty met early with Tony and his 

daughter, Precious, to have special time with them.  We will meet them at the 

elephant orphanage.     Everyone enjoyed the information and the babies at 

feeding time!    Lunch at a restaurant that caters to Americans and serves 

HAMBURGERS  and milk shakes, then on to shopping!!   Everyone got all the gifts 

and souvenirs they needed.      Back at the hotel we had tea, bid Agnes safe flight 

and good bye, had our devotions before supper so everyone could be ready for an 

8 a.m. flight the next morning.   Thomas and Merab’s son, Ben and niece, Linda, 

came to dinner and to say good bye to the team.    Hard for the team to say good 

bye to each other as we were all going separate ways to Saudi, Atlanta, Mombasa, 

staying on in Kenya.  God is good all the time!  All the time God is good for that is 

His nature!  Wow! 

Our sincere thanks as a team for every prayer, gift, thought and encouragement 

that made this Kenya Team 2020 everything that God wanted it to be.  Without 

our families, churches and supporters none of it would happen.  Also HUGE 

thanks to our team on the ground in Kenya who made it all happen there!   

Thomas, Merab, their supportive family, Barry, Elisha, Ephantus, the Jewels, 

Pastors Roy, George and Jonathon, the medical staff, Ben, Samson, Samson and 

Joseph in Obaga and so many more!  It truly is a team effort to make it all happen 

and to the Glory of God it happened so well.   Praise the Lord!! 


