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Goodness, 2021 is moving right along and here we are in March already.  I want to share thanks and thoughts for the 
future.  Make sure you check out the other items and ministries found in the newsletter. 

 
Thank you for your wonderful financial support as we begin 2021.  Each week you all amaze me with your generosity.  I 

also want to thank our staff for becoming very creative with their ministry areas every week.  Children and Youth have pressed 
on and offered a safe space each week.  Filming for the Children’s musical is in process now and we will receive the blessings 
when it is complete.  Our Youth are meeting regularly and offering growth in a relationship with God.  Thank you to the leader-
ship who have offered their time and energy to make that happen!  Every Sunday we are sharing in worship with new ways of 
offering music and experiencing the talents of staff, church members and community folks. Thank you to all the folks making 
Sunday school and small groups happen, most with virtual formats and some in-person.  Covid-19 has been hard but thanks to 
so many folks, we have continued to be the church and we will move forward. 

 
Ash Wednesday, February 17, began the season of Lent.  This is a 40-day season before Easter Sunday.  It is a season 

in the Christian Calendar for reflection and introspection concerning our relationship with God.  Lent begins with the words 
“Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return”.  This reminds us we are truly nothing; we are only dust.  We need God!  
Living in a world that tells us every day, we are the only thing that matters.  Living in a world that has us focusing on self, made 
to believe our wants and wishes are all that matter.  Lent knocks us to our knees, humbles us with the words “Remember you 
are dust and to dust you shall return”.  Lent removes the me, and the I and says focus on God and on the other!   

  
With Lent also comes our Lenten offering focus from our Missions Matters.  2020 hit many of the non-profit ministry or-

ganizations hard financially.  Two that are near and dear to the congregation are the Timothy House and the Ruth House.  
These organizations offer a place for men and women to come and change their lives.  The Timothy House and the Ruth House 
offer live-in Christ-centered addiction recovery programs.  Thankfully, the Thrift Store here in our community has been a main 
contributor for many years but Covid-19 shut down the Thrift Store many times during 2020 and therefore the contributions were 
lower than hoped.  The Timothy House and the Ruth House are not the only non-profits suffering but they are the two we are 
designating as the recipients of the 2021 Lenten offering.  You can make donations by check to JUMC and mark it for Lenten 
offering 2021.  Drop checks by the office, mail them or place in the giving box on Sunday morning.  Be looking for a letter from 
Missions Matters with more information.   

 
Easter Sunday is April 4, 2021.  With the issues of Covid-19 continuing to be a challenge, we are going to try something 

very different for Easter Sunday 2021.  JUMC is going to collaborate with Jasper First Baptist Church and hold a Sun Rise ser-
vice at 7:00am in the back parking lot of Pickens County High School.  This will be JUMC’s only in person worship for Easter 
Sunday.  The hope is to record this service and then air it at 11:00am on Facebook and YouTube.  This is the best way to offer a 
safe service of worship and allow for the greatest number of worshipers.  I will offer the message and the other parts of worship 
are still being considered.  As plans are made, I will share more information. 

 
Beginning Monday, April 5, we will no longer ask folks to make a reservation to attend the worship service.  We will con-

tinue to offer one service at 11:00am and alternate Traditional and Awakening services.  Without reservations, there will be a 
way to register your attendance in worship each Sunday.  We will have hands-free and hands-on options.  More information will 
be coming soon about these options.  We will also ask that we continue to wear our face-covering while in the church building 
and during worship.  Seating will continue to be every other row and you will be asked to sit where you feel comfortable, watch-
ing your physical distance of course.  Hand sanitizer and masks will continue to be available as well.  It is time to move forward 
and we all know what we need to do to reduce the risk of sharing Covid-19.  I will be sharing videos about this on Facebook and 
YouTube during the month of March.   

 
 I had a lot more to share than when I first sat down to type this out.  There has been much conversation about all of 

these items and prayer and prayer and prayer.  I ask you now to pray as well as we strive to do all we can to be the Church God 
is calling us to be during the time in which we are living.  Thank you for your prayers, your support and the honor to be your pas-
tor here at JUMC! 

 
Yours in Christ, 

   Greg 



PRESCHOOL MINISTRY 

JUMC PRESCHOOL 
2021 MARCH CALENDAR 

 

THEMES: 
March 1-3 READ ACROSS AMERICA AND  
  DR. SEUSS 
March  8-10 MARCH WINDS AND THINGS THAT FLY 
March  15-17 ST. PATRICK’S 
March  22-24 SPRING AND THINGS THAT CRAWL 
March  29-31 CELEBRATION OF EASTER 
 
MARCH SPECIAL  DATES: 
March 1  Tuition Due 
March  2 Dr. Seuss’s Birthday!  Dress up like a Dr.  
  Seuss character. 
March  3 Book Day!  Bring favorite book to share 
March 17 St. Patrick’s Day!  Color Day, wear green 
  Parties, 11:00 
March 20 First Day of Spring 
March 29 Meaning of Easter 
March 30 Egg hunts  TBA 
March 31 Easter Parties!  TBA 
 
UPCOMING APRIL DATES: 
April 2  Good Friday     
April 4  Easter Sunday 
April 5-7  Spring Break,  Preschool closed 
 

JUMC PRESCHOOL WILL CLOSE DUE TO   
INCLEMENT WEATHER, WHEN PICKENS COUNTY 

SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED 

Let the little children come to 
me, and do not  hinder them,  

for the kingdom of God  
belongs to such as these.”   

Luke 18:16 

   CHILDREN’S MINISTRY. . . 
Looking Ahead: 
April 17th-Rock Solid 5th grade retreat reschedule 
May 19th-KOK end of year party 
 
Kids of the Kingdom 
We will meet all five Wednesday’s in March.  We are 
looking forward to spending this time with all our kids! 
 
Ledford Scholarship 
The 2021 Ledford Scholarship is available to all qualify-
ing High School Seniors.  If you would like to receive a 
copy of the application please contact either myself, 
Eric, Roxanne or come by the office. 
 

Teal Sanders, Director of Christian Education 
  tsanders@jasperumc.org 
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2020-2021 JUMC PRESCHOOL  
REGISTRATION 

Openings in all classes! 
Email or call: 
jaspermethodistpreschool@gmail.com 
Preschool  706-253-2109 
Church      706-253-2100 
Fax            706-253-2110 

Daylight Saving Time  
begins 

Sunday, March 14th 
 

DON’T’ FORGET  
TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS 

FORWARD ONE HOUR 
 

 

KOK Musical 
Movie 

 

Kids of the 
Kingdom fami-
lies, prepare 
your hearts!  
The children’s 
musical “The 
Lost Boy: 
Young Jesus in 
the Temple”, is 
being recorded 
this month!  

With the COVID restrictions still among us, we 
found it safer to make what the children are 
calling ‘a movie’ showcasing their hard work in-
stead of trying for a live performance.  We will 
send out updates as we record, edit and espe-
cially, when we are ready for you to enjoy this 
amazing story found in Luke 2:41-52!  

 

Isabella and  Holden  
are anxiously waiting to 

welcome a little  
girl in April. 

 

You are invited to a  
Drive-thru baby shower   

 

Sunday, March 14, 2021 
3:00 pm-5:00 pm on the Portico 

mailto:astuckey@jasperumc.org


 

 “And now these three remain: faith, hope and                                                         
love.  But the greatest of these is love.” 

 1 Corinthians 13:13 

We find ourselves in a new kind of season 
of Lent this year in our music/worship minis-
tries but we have creatively made things 
happen to provide meaningful and uplifting 
worship.  Isabella and our Kids of the King-

dom have worked extra hard to make this year’s musical 
happen by recording it in stages, to be presented later 
this spring. 
 

Just wanted to let you know after much consideration 
that SMT 2021 has been cancelled.  It breaks my heart 
to do this but seems to be the best decision. All funds will 
be transferred into next year’s account unless a refund is 
requested.  Please send all refund requests 
to rgolden@jasperumc.org 
 

The Bell ensemble will provide selections during the tra-
ditional services and the praise Band (The Awakening) 
for our contemporary services during Lent.  Our drama 
team will present three monologues for Maundy Thurs-
day along with Sara’s photography and Allen Q’s videos 
for the rest of spring.   
 

May God continue to lead and guide our great church as 
we seek His will during this season of Lent.  
 

Please don’t hesitate to call or email if you have any 
questions.  
Soli Deo Gloria,  
Roxanne  
rgolden@jasperumc.org 
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Our theme for the school year is Truth in Love: discover-
ing our identity in Christ and not in the World.  We will be 
focusing our teaching on ‘Jesus and Identity’.  When we 
enter into a salvation-relationship with Jesus, our identi-
ties are forever changed.  A new identity is born in place 
of the old one.  This is the ‘new creation’ Paul talks about 
in 2 Corinthians 5.  This new identity is one that finds its 
definition and purpose in Christ, and Jesus had lots to say 
about this.  Please be in prayer for the teenagers, par-
ents, and leaders as we focus on this life changing rela-
tionship with Jesus. 
 
We have been meeting on Sunday mornings at 10am for 
Bible Study in the youth room. We have been going 
through the Gospel of John breaking it down passage by 
passage, verse by verse. 
 
We will be attending Spiritual Life Retreat at Camp Glis-
son on the weekend of March 19 th-21st!  Please be in 
prayer for us as the Lord moves in the hearts and minds 
of all who participate in the retreat! 
 
To be up-to-date on all things Youth, please follow Elevate Youth 
on social media or sign up to receive our newsletters at JUMC 
Website! 
 
Our youth gathering time is 5:30pm-7:00 pm! 
March 7:  Elevate (Living Branches: John 15:1-8) 
March 14: Elevate (Work to Do: Matthew 9:35-38) 
March 21: Elevate Community/Mission Night 
March 28: Elevate (Alike but Not Alike: John 15:18-21) 
 
 
 

Yours In Christ,  
Eric Justice, Director of Youth & Marketing,   
Cell: 706-669-8296  

Happy Birthday! 
 
Jenny Aaronson, Colin Aaronson, Marsha Baggett,  
Richmond Baggett, Kendall Bradford, Jeanie Brantley, 
Joe Butler, Jake Cash, Burl Chesser, Etta Cramer,  
Paula Daniell, Bill Dean, Henry Farmer, Dean Ferris, 
David Finney, Roxanne Golden, Sharon Harp, Mitchel 
Henson, Gordon Hershberger, Kathy Huntington, Scott 
Jackson, Rachel Jacobs, Rob Johnson, Jerry Jones, 
Maximilian Kearns, Cameron Klaric, Tyler Ledford,  
Annabelle Leiter, Sophie Lindsey, Erin Martin, Shelby 
Martin, Fiona McAllister, Erin McGhee, Guy Owen,  
Helen Petty, Kathy Pickering, Jennifer Pinnell, Clay 
Raynes, Robert Reitz, James Rizoti, Wendell Sanders, 
Riley Goodman,  Pam Singletary, Graeson Tyree, 
Heather Vincent, Jane Wigington, Grace Wilkie, Katie 
Williams,  Brenda Yeast 

Happy Anniversary! 

Lamar & Lara Crowe  Mike & Luella Ledford 
Dan & Chrystal Gabriel  Bill & Vicki Wickham 

Women’s Bible Study 
All ladies are invited to a seven-week Bible Study on 

Ephesians called “For His Glory”: by Marian Jordan Ellis.   
 

We will meet on Sunday evenings, March 7, 14, 21, 28 
and April 11, 18 and 25 from 5:00 pm-6:15 pm.   

 

To sign up or if you have questions, please contact 
Laura Smith at lauramcsmith@gmail.com or Teal Sand-

ers at tsanders@jasperumc.org. 

Seekers Circle, UMW 
Alas, Seeker’s Circle UMW cannot have 
an in person Cookie Walk this year!  But 

we love cookies!  We will not have extra money for 
CARES.  But we love helping CARES!  So, we can have 
a Bake-less Cookie Sale with imaginary cookies which 
will help with the diet!  We can send the money we would 
spend baking and eating cookies and more if we can.  
How?  Make out a check to Seeker’s Circle during the 
month of March since the Cookie Walk is usually on Palm 
Sunday and mail it to Barbara Ledford, 23 Arbor Hills Cir-
cle, Talking Rock, GA 30175.   
 

For more information call Debby Utiss at 706-253-5765 
or Barbara Ledford at 706-299-1000. 

mailto:rgolden@jasperumc.org


  

 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR March 2021: 
 

A lectionary is a collection of readings from Sacred Scripture.  Readings are arranged according to the Church’s 
calendar and are intended to be read at the regular, weekly gathering of God’s people.  The weekly readings in-
clude scriptures from the Old Testament, Psalm, an Epistle and a Gospel. 
 

If you would like to read along with the lectionary, the following are the March scriptures from the United  
Methodist Church Program Calendar: 
 

March 7,   2021 Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 
March 14, 2021 Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21  
March 21, 2021 Jeremiah 31:31-34 Psalm 51:1-12; Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33 
March 28, 2021 Isaiah 50:4-9; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Mark 14:1-15:47 or 15:1-39:40-47 
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General Operating Annual Budget  $682,567 
Needed Weekly      $13,126 
 

General Operating Budget YTD  $105,010
         15% of budget 
 

General Operating Received YTD    $88,386 
        13% of budget 
 (Shortfall)/Overage YTD            ($16,625) 
 

General Operating Expenses YTD    $85,346 
        13% of budget 
(over)/Under Budget                                        $19,664 
  

TITHES & OFFERINGS AS OF February 24, 2021  

 

JUMC Email Prayer Chain 
 

Prayer concerns can be requested by email or phone 
the church office and an email will go out to all ad-
dresses on the prayer chain.   
 

If you would like to be part of the JUMC email prayer 
chain group, contact the church office by emailing  
criley@jasperumc.org  

MISSION MATTERS:   
 

*First quarter budgeted mission funds for local 
ministries will be distributed to: The Ruth House-
$300, the Timothy House-$300, Habitat for Hu-
manity-$400. 
 

*Lenten offerings will be shared evenly between 
The Ruth House and the Timothy House.  Watch 
for your explanation letter in the mail. 
 

Rejoice, 
Dex Phillips, Missions Chair 

JUMC STAFF: 
 

Greg Meadows ............................................................................... Pastor 
Roxanne B. Golden .............................................. Music/Worship Leader 
Eric Justice ................................ Director of Youth Ministry& Marketing 
Gerry Gleason ........................................ Director of Congregational Care 
Teal Sanders ........................................... Director of Christian Education 
Cathy Riley ........................................................ Administrative Assistant 
Peggy Litherland .........................................................Financial Manager 
Deborah Goodrum .......................................................Preschool Director 
Judy Francis ............................................................. Nursery Coordinator 
Nathaniel Singletary ................................ Contemporary Worship Leader 
Isabella Wilbanks ....................................... Music Assistant/KOK Music 
Angela Ervin................................................................................ Organist 
Susan Gooch/Ellen Whitten.......................................................... Pianists 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL GIVING! 
 

We may not be able to do in-person ministry complete-
ly, but we are continuing ministry in many new ways 
and still need your financial support.   
You can contribute the following ways:  online, mail, or 
bring your giving into the church office.  There is also a 
lock box outside the church office door which is 
checked often.   
 

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” 

Hebrews 13:16 


